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January 31, 2024 

President Joe Biden 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 

Cc: Ali Zaidi, National Climate Advisor, The White House; Stephenne Harding, Council on 
Environmental Quality; Thomas J. Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture; Deb Haaland, Secretary of 
Interior 

Re: Request for an Executive Order to Place a Moratorium on Logging Mature and Old-Growth 
Forests, and Large Trees Generally, on National Forests and Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) Lands While the Old Growth EIS Proceeds 

Dear President Biden: 

We are scientists with backgrounds in forest ecosystems, climate change, and natural resources 
writing in response to the December 20, 2023 Notice of Intent for a National Old Growth 
Amendment in the Federal Register (Federal Register, Vol. 88. No. 243). We applaud your 
Executive Order 14008 directing federal agencies to protect 30% of the nation’s lands and waters 
by 2030, and Executive Order 14072 directing the national inventory of mature and old-growth 
forests for conservation purposes, most of which are on National Forests and BLM lands. 
Because of the global loss of mature and old-growth forests, and large trees generally,1 and their 
importance in mitigating the climate and biodiversity crisis on federal lands2, we fully support 
calls by fellow scientists for a moratorium3 on logging in these critically important forests. 
Therefore, we request that you now direct the Forest Service and BLM to suspend all timber 
sales in mature and old-growth forests, and refrain from proposing new timber sales in these 
forests, while the federal agencies develop their Environmental Impact Statements that best 
comply with Executive Order 14072 in securing a national network of conservation areas.   

We are concerned that the Administration’s proposed old-growth Amendment “does not alter or 
prescribe any substantive standards for the management of old growth forests” that in the 
meantime remain vulnerable to dozens of timber sales nationally and efforts by the Forest 
Service to increase logging of these forests before any substantive conservation takes hold. We 
are also concerned that the proposed Amendment excludes mature forests, and includes a 

1Lindenmayer, D. et al. 2012. Global decline in large trees. Science 338 (6112):1305-6 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/233887120_Global_Decline_in_Large_Old_Trees 
2DellaSala, D.A. et al. 2022. Mature and old-growth forests contribute to large-scale conservation targets in the conterminous 
United States. Frontiers in Forests and Global Change https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/ffgc.2022.979528/full. 
DellaSala et al. 2022. The Tongass National Forest, Southeast Alaska, USA: a natural climate solution of global significance. 
Land 2022, 11(5), 717; https://doi.org/10.3390/land11050717. Law et al. 2023. Southern Alaska’s forest landscape integrity, 
habitat, and carbon are critical for meeting climate and conservation goals. AGU Advances 
https://doi.org/10.1029/2023AV000965 
3Makarieva et al. 2023. Re-appraisal of the global climatic role of natural forests for improved climate projections and policies. 
Frontiers in Forests and Global Change (https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/ffgc.2023.1150191/full). Law et al. 2024. 
Old forests are critically important for slowing climate change and merit immediate protection from logging 
https://theconversation.com/old-forests-are-critically-important-for-slowing-climate-change-and-merit-immediate-protection-
from-logging-220771)  

https://www.climate-forests.org/worth-more-standing
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/233887120_Global_Decline_in_Large_Old_Trees
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/ffgc.2022.979528/full
https://doi.org/10.3390/land11050717
https://doi.org/10.1029/2023AV000965
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/ffgc.2023.1150191/full
https://theconversation.com/old-forests-are-critically-important-for-slowing-climate-change-and-merit-immediate-protection-from-logging-220771
https://theconversation.com/old-forests-are-critically-important-for-slowing-climate-change-and-merit-immediate-protection-from-logging-220771
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loophole that would allow logging of old-growth forests under certain conditions. Additionally, 
based on an independent inventory of mature and old-growth forests in the conterminous United 
States, and the Tongass rainforest in Alaska, more than 50 million acres of mature and old-
growth forests2,4 are vulnerable to logging. In particular, the Amendment exempts the Tongass, 
the nation’s highest concentration of old-growth forests and forest carbon4, from further analysis, 
which is inconsistent with your efforts to transition this forest out of old-growth logging. 
 
The Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests and Land Use was signed by 141 countries, 
including the United States, at the COP26. The declaration pledges to end global deforestation 
and forest degradation by 2030 (emphasis added). Additionally, the United States is committed 
to the Paris Climate Agreement that “encourages Parties to conserve and enhance, as appropriate, 
sinks and reservoirs of GHGs that are referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1(d) of the Convention, 
including forests” (emphasis added).  Following through on these commitments in practice is 
crucial for climate change mitigation5.  
 
Logging and associated road building in mature and old-growth forests and the removal of large 
trees on federal lands is the main form of forest degradation and is therefore inconsistent with 
your global commitments and relevant executive orders. We ask that you lead by example in 
signaling to the world that the United States takes its commitment seriously in halting the global 
biodiversity and climate crises by now directing federal agencies to enact the strongest 
protections for the nation’s mature and old-growth forests and large trees as natural climate 
solutions and a flagship initiative of your roadmap for nature-based solutions. Doing so would be 
a legacy gift of your Administration to the nation and the planet. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Birdsey 
Senior Scientist  
Woodwell Climate Research Center 
 
Beverly Law 
Professor Emeritus of 
Global Change Biology  
Oregon State University 
 
William R Moomaw 
Distinguished Visiting Scientist  
Woodwell Climate Research Center 
Tufts University 

Barry Noon, Ph. D. 
Emeritus Professor  
Colorado State University 
 
Stuart Pimm 
Doris Duke Professor of Conservation 
Duke University 
 
 
Bill Ripple 
University Distinguished Professor of 
Ecology 
Oregon State University

 
4 DellaSala, D.A. et al. 2022. The Tongass National Forest, Southeast Alaska, USA: a natural climate solution of global 
significance. Land https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/11/5/717. Law, B. E., et al 2023. Southern Alaska's forest landscape 
integrity, habitat, and carbon are critical for meeting climate and conservation goals. AGU Advances, 4, e2023AV000965. 
https://doi.org/10.1029/2023AV000965 
5Gasser et al. 2022. How the Glasgow Declaration on forests can help keep alive the 1.5C target. PNAS  
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2200519119#:~:text=At%20last%20year's%2026th%20UN,the%20Paris%20agreement
%20within%20reach. DellaSala, D.A., et al. 2023. A carpie diem moment on forests and climate policy. 
https://www.esciinfo.com/uploads/article_pdf/6/scientific_6_7_03042023070834.pdf 

https://unfccc.int/news/cop26-pivotal-progress-made-on-sustainable-forest-management-and-conservation
https://unfccc.int/most-requested/key-aspects-of-the-paris-agreement#:%7E:text=Sinks%20and%20reservoirs%20(Art.,market%2Dbased%20approaches%20(Art.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/11/08/fact-sheet-biden-%E2%81%A0harris-administration-announces-roadmap-for-nature-based-solutions-to-fight-climate-change-strengthen-communities-and-support-local-economies/
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/11/5/717
https://doi.org/10.1029/2023AV000965
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2200519119#:%7E:text=At%20last%20year's%2026th%20UN,the%20Paris%20agreement%20within%20reach
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2200519119#:%7E:text=At%20last%20year's%2026th%20UN,the%20Paris%20agreement%20within%20reach
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Rose Abramoff, Ph. D. 
Research Scholar 
Ronin Institute 
Daniel Anderson 
Professor Emeritus 
University of California 
William Armbruster 
Principal Research Scientist 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Erik Asphaug 
Professor 
University of Arizona 
Peter Auster 
Research Professor Emeritus 
retired 
Peter Bahls 
Executive Director 
Northwest Watershed Institute 
David Bain, Ph. D. 
Chief Scientist 
Orca Conservancy 
Carl Baker 
Research Scientist III 
University of Washington (retired) 
William L. Baker 
Emeritus Professor, Ecology and Geography 
University of Wyoming 
Bryant Baker, MSc 
Director & Principal GIS Analyst 
Wildland Mapping Institute 
Norman T. Baker, Ph. D. 
Ecologist and Entomologist 
Northstar Nurseries Inc. 
Mark Barath 
US EPA 
Retired 
Jesse Barber 
Professor 
Boise State University 

Phoebe Barnard, Ph. D. 
Co-Founder 
Global Restoration Collaborative 
Phoebe Barnard, Ph. D.  
Advisor 
Global Evergreening Alliance 
Jeff Beane 
Curator of Herpetology 
North Carolina State Museum of Natural Sciences 
Craig Benkman 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Wyoming 
Robert Beschta 
Professor Emeritus 
Oregon State University 
Harvey Blankespoor 
Professor Emeritus 
Science teacher (retired) 
Harvey Blankespoor, Ph. D.  
1991 National CASE professor of the year (Retired) 
Hope College 
James Blauth 
Professor of Biology 
University of Redlands 
Brian Bodenbender 
Professor of Geology and Environmental Science 
Hope College 
Monica Bond, Ph. D. 
Principal Scientist 
Wild Natural Institute 
Jim Boone 
Senior Scientist 
Desert Wildlife Consultants, LLC 
Mary S. Booth, Ph. D.  
Director 
Partnership for Policy Integrity 
Curtis Bradley 
Senior Scientist 
Center for Biological Diversity 
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William Bromer 
Professor Emeritus of Biology  
University of St Francis 
Barbara Brower 
Emerita Professor of Geography 
Portland State University 
Paul Butler 
Emiritus Faculty Member  
Geoscience 
Alan Cady 
Professor of Biology 
Miami University 
Philip Cantino 
Professor Emeritus 
Ohio University 
Gary Carnefix 
Ecologist 
Retired 
Bobb Carson 
Professor- and Dean-Emeritus 
Lehigh University 
Donna Cassidy-Hanley 
Senior Research Associate 
Cornell University 
Donald Charles 
Senior Scientist 
Drexel University 
Tonja Chi 
M.S. Biological Sciences 
Independent Research Scientist 
Darlene Chirman, M.S. 
Retired 
University of California at Davis 

John Cigliano 
Professor of Biology 
Cedar Crest College 
Raymond Clarke 
professor emeritus 
Sarah Lawrence College 

Malcolm Cleaveland 
Professor Emeritus 
U. of Arkansas-Fayetteville 
Patrick Crist 
Principal 
PlanIt Forward LLC 
John M. DeCicco, Ph.D. 
Research Professor Emeritus 
University of Michigan 
Dominick A. DellaSala 
Wild Heritage, Project of Earth Island Institute 
Chief Scientist 
Alan Dickman 
Professor Emeritus 
Retired, University of Oregon 
Craig Downer 
Wildlife Ecologist, President 
Andean Tapir Fund 
Ken Driese, Ph. D. 
Emeritus Lecturer 
University of Wyoming 
Steve Dudgeon 
Professor of Biology 
California State University, Northridge 
Jonathan Evans 
Professor of Biology 
University of the South 
Daniel Fisher 
Professor Emeritus, Earth & Environmental Sciences 
University of Michigan 

Johannes Foufopoulos 
Associate Professor 
University of Michigan 
Michael Fox 
Independent Consultant 
Veterinary Consultancy 
Jerry Freilich 
Research Coordinator 
National Park Service (retired) 
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Jennifer Frey 
Professor 
New Mexico State University 
Evan Frost 
Terrestrial Ecologist / Conservation Scientist 
Wildwood Consulting LLC 
Jed Fuhrman 
Professor 
University of Southern California 
Karen Gallardo 
Ph. D. Student 
UC Davis 
Daniel Gavin 
Professor 
University of Oregon 
Nick Gayeski, Ph. D. 
Fisheries Scientist 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
John Gerwin 
Research Curator, Ornithology 
NC Museum of Natural Sciences 
Deborah A. Giles, Ph. D. 
Science & Research Director 
Wild Orca 
Jamie Glasgow, M.S. 
Director of Science and Research 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
Scott Goetz 
Regents Professor  
Northern Arizona University  
Steven Green, Ph.D. 
Senior Professor Emeritus 
University of Miami 
Gregory Grether 
Professor 
UCLA 
Jon Grinnell 
Uhler Chair in Biology 
Gustavus Adolphus College 

Gary Grossman 
Professor Emeritus 
Universiry of Georgia 
Rickard W. Halsey 
Director and Founder 
California Chaparral Institute 
Chad Hanson 
John Muir Project 
Director and Principal Ecologist 
Cheryl Harding 
Professor Emerita 
Hunter College, City University of New York 
Will Harlan 
Southeast Director and Senior Scientist 
Center for Biological Diversity 
John Harte 
Professor Emeritus 
University of California, Berkeley 
Robert Heath 
Professor Emeritus 
Kent State University 
Kenneth Helms 
Research Affiliate, Ph. D. 
University of Vermont 
Betsy Herbert 
Forest/drinking water consultant 
Friends of the Corvallis Watershed 
Bill Hilton Jr. 
Executive Director 
Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural History 
Karen Holl 
Professor of Environmental Studies 
University of California, Santa Cruz  
Richard Holmes 
Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences 
Dartmouth College 
Paula Hood 
Co-Director 
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
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Paula Hood, M.S. 
Co-Director 
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
Elizabeth Horvath 
Associate Professor, Biology 
Westmont College 
Edward Huang 
Principal Researcher 
CIEDM 
Malcolm Hunter 
Professor of Wildlife Ecology 
University of Maine 
Alexis Hunzinger 
Scientific Software Developer 
NASA GES DISC 
David Inouye 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Maryland 
Charles Janson 
Professor Emeritus 
The University of Montana 
Daniel Janzen 
Professor of Biodiversity Ecology, emeritus 
University of Pennsylvania 
Jennifer Johns 
Instructor 
Chemeketa Community College 
Mitchell Johns Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus of Soil and Plant Science 
California State University Chico 
Mitchell Johns, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus of Soil and Plant Science 
California State University Chico 
Harrison Jones 
Southwest Avian Ecologist 
The Institute for Bird Populations 
Jay Jones 
Professor 
University of La Verne 

Jacob Kann, Ph.D. 
Research Aquatic Ecologist 
Aquatic Ecosystem Sciences LLC 
David Karowe 
Professor of Biological Sciences 
Western Michigan University 
Sterling Keeley 
Professor of Botany Emerita 
University of Hawaii 
Maya Khosla, M.S. 
Biologist and Writer 
Independent Research Scientist 
Bruce Kirchoff 
Emeritus Professor 
UNC Greensboro 
John Kirkley 
Emeritus Professor of Biology 
University of Montana - Westen 
John Kloetzel, Ph. D.  
Retired biologist 
UMBC 
Jason Koontz 
Professor of Biology and Environmental Studies 
Augustana College 
Dana Krempels 
Senior Lecturer 
University of Miami 
Flora Krivak-Tetley 
Lecturer and Researcher 
Dartmouth College 
Janet Kubler, Ph. D. 
Biologist 
California State University, Northridge 
Andréa L. Kuchy, Ph. D. 
Conservation Scientist 
Wild Heritage, A Project of Earth Island Institute  
Sam L. Davis, Ph.D. 
Partnership for Policy Integrity 
PFPI 
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Stephen La Dochy 
Prof. Emeritus 
CSULA 
Rick Landenberger, Ph. D. 
Associate Professor 
West Virginia University 
Derek Lee, Ph. D. 
Principal Scientist 
Wild Natural Institute 
Derek E. Lee, Ph. D. 
Associate Research Professor 
Pennsylvania State University  
Gene Likens 
Founding Director and President, Emeritus 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
Jason A. Lillegraven 
Retired 
Depts, Geology and Zoology 
Brian Linkhart 
Biology Professor 
Colorado College 
Fred M. Rhoades 
Research Associate 
Western Washington University 
Jennifer Mamola  
Advocacy and Policy Director 
John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute 
Jasmine Manny 
Ph. D. Student, Graduate Group in Ecology 
University of California, Davis 
James Marden 
Professor of Biology 
Penn State University 
Janet Marsden, Ph. D. 
Research Fellow 
Syracuse University 
Travis Marsico 
Vice Provost  
Arkansas State University  

Susan A. Masino, Ph.D. 
Professor of Applied Science 
Trinity College 
Robert Meese 
Staff Research Associate IV 
U.C. Davis - retired 
Douglas Meikle 
Professor of Biology 
Miami University 
Anthony Metcalf 
Professor of Biology 
LOS 
David Mildrexler 
Systems Ecologist 
Eastern Oregon Legacy Lands 
William R. Moomaw 
Professor Emeritus 
Woodwell Climate Research Center, Tufts University 
Molly Morris 
Professor 
Ohio University 
John C. Morse 
Professor Emeritus 
Clemson University 
Greg Murray 
T. Elliot Weier Professor Emeritus of Plant Science 
Hope College 
Chris Myers 
Professor 
Miami University 
Philip Myers 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Michigan 
Dhruba Naug 
Professor 
Colorado State University 
Gretchen North 
Professor of Biology 
Occidental College 
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Clare O'Connell 
Researcher 
New Mexico State University 
David P. Craig 
Professor of Biology 
Willamette University 
Gustav Paulay 
Professor 
University of Florida 
Timothy Pearce, Ph. D. 
Head of Mollusks 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
Roger Powell 
Professor Emeritus 
North Carolina State University 
Thomas Power 
Professor Emeritus 
Economics: University of Montana 
Jessica Pratt 
Professor of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
University of California, Irvine 
Nancy Pullen 
Professor 
Kennesaw State University 
Robert Pyle 
Founder 
The Xerces Society 
James Quinn 
Professor Emeritus 
Rutgers University 
Gurcharan Rahi 
Physical Sciences Professor (retired) 
Fayetteville State University 
John Ratti 
Professor and Research Scientist, Ret. 
University of Idaho 
Paul Rogers 
Director, Adjunct Professor 
Western Aspen Alliance 

Paul C. Rogers 
Director 
Western Aspen Alliance, Utah State University 
Steven Rogstad 
Professor (Botany, Emeritus) 
University of Cincinnati 
Juliette Rooney-Varga 
Professor 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Amy Rossmam 
Research Leader (retired) 
USDA Agriculture Research Service 
Matthew Rubino 
Research Scholar 
North Carolina State University 
Robin Salter 
Professor Emeritus 
Oberlin College 
James Saracco 
Research Ecologist 
The Institute for Bird Populations 
Melissa Savage 
Associte Professor Emerita 
UCLA 
Paula Schiffman 
Professor of Biology 
California State University, Northridge 
Joshua Schimel 
Distinguished Professor 
Univ. California Santa Barbara 
William H. Schlesinger 
President, emeritus 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
James A. Schmid, Ph. D. 
President 
Schmid & Co., Inc., Consulting Ecologists 
Tania Schoennagel 
Research Scientist 
University of Colorado-Boulder 
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Walter Shriner 
Professor of Natural Resources Technology 
Mt. Hood Community College 
Herman Shugart 
W.W. Corcoran Professor of Natural History 
University of Virginia 
Thomas D. Sisk 
Professor Emeritus 
Northern Arizona University, 
Leslie Smith 
Founder 
LesliePlatoSmith 
Jack Sobel 
Board Member 
LFWA 
Stefan Sommer 
Director of Education and Board Member 
NAU and NAZCCA 
Shelley Spalding 
Endangered Species Division (retired) 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Wayne Spencer 
Chief Scientist Emeritus 
Conservation Biology Institute 
Timothy Spira 
Emeritus Professor Botany 
Clemson University 
Trygve Steen 
Professor, ESM Dept. 
Portland State University 
Mark Steer 
Associate Professor 
University of the West of England 
Julia Steinberger 
Professor, Inst. of Geography & Sustainability 
University of Lausanne 

Rick Steiner 
Founder/Director 
Oasis Earth 

Sandra Steingraber, Ph. D. 
Senior Scientist 
Science and Environmental Health Network 
Alan Stemler 
Professor Emeritus 
UCDavis 
John Sterman 
Jay W. Forrester Professor of Management 
MIT 
Brian Stewart, MES 
Habitat Connectivity Scientist and Conservation Biologist 
Washington State 
James Strittholt 
Chief Scientist 
Conservation Biology Institute 
Alexandra Syphard 
Senior Research Ecologist 
Conservation Biology Institute 
Melanie Szulczewski 
Associate Professor of Environmental Science 
University of Mary Washington 
John Talberth, Ph.D. 
President and Senior Economist 
Center for Sustainable Economy 
John Terborgh 
James B. Duke Professor Emeritus 
Duke University (retired) 
Edward Thornton 
Professor of Chemistry 
University of Pennsylvania 
Tamara Ticktin 
Professor of Botany 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Aradhna Tripati 
Founding Director 
Center for Diverse Leadership in Science, UCLA 

Walter Tschinkel 
Professor Emeritus 
Florida State University 
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Mary Tyler 
Professor Emerita of Zoology 
University of Maine 
Michael Vandeman 
Founder 
Machine-Free Trails Association 
Greg Walker 
Emeritus Professor 
University of California Riverside 
Donald Waller 
Professor (retired) 
Univ. of Wisconsin - Madison 
Glenn Walsberg 
Professor Emeritus 
Arizona State University 

Judith Weis 
Professor Emerita 
Rutgers University 
Sue Wick 
Professor Emerita 
University of Minnesota 
Susan Willson 
Assoc. Professor of Biology 
St. Lawrence University 
Tyler Wilson 
Biologist 
Independent 
Shaye Wolf, Ph.D. 
Climate Science Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 

 
 
 


