
February 5, 2024 
 
President Joe Biden 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Senator Chuck Schumer 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240 
 
National Climate Advisor Ali Zaidi 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Biden, Secretary Haaland, Senator Schumer, and Advisor Zaidi, 
 
We are scientists with backgrounds in forest ecosystems, climate change, and natural resource systems 
writing on behalf of the globally significant Tongass rainforest in Alaska. If Bill S.1889/H.R. 4748 is 
passed, 115,200 acres of the Tongass National Forest (TNF) would be privatized. Over 80,000 acres of 
irreplaceable old-growth forests including over 60,000 acres currently protected by the 2001 Roadless 
Rule would be opened to logging, mining and other natural resource extraction interests. We urge you to 
oppose the recently tabled legislation Bill S.1889/H.R. 4748. 
 
The Tongass rainforest provides a unique opportunity for large-scale conservation across one of the 
world’s most important relatively intact temperate rainforests. This diverse region represents ~12% of 
the larger Pacific Northwest Coastal Forest bioregion that collectively constitutes 34% of the world's 
temperate rainforests, the most such concentration of temperate rainforests on Earth. The TNF houses 
16% of the nation's Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) with 17,000 miles (27,358 km) of salmon 
streams and diverse wildlife populations, some of which are endangered in the lower 48 states. The TNF 
also contains approximately 5 million acres (2 million hectares) of “productive old growth,” the largest 
such concentration in the nation1. Its unique natural climate solutions benefit includes at least 10% of all 
the carbon2 within the entire United States National Forest system, most of which is in old-growth 
forests and roadless areas.3 
  

 
1 https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/11/5/717 
2 https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/11/5/717; https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2023AV000965 
3 Temperate and Boreal Rainforests of the World: Ecology and Conservation, by Dominick DellaSala, ISBN:  
9781597266758 

https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/11/5/717
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/11/5/717


More than 14 attempts have been made to overturn the 2001 Roadless Rule with each time scientists, the 
overwhelming majority of the public, and the courts consistently ruling in favor of protecting this 
globally unique rainforest. 
 

In 1995, Jimmy Carter said: “Sen. Frank Murkowski and Rep. Don Young have made clear their 
plans to open up the Alaskan wilderness to development. The new Congress must be reawakened 
to the importance of protecting the interests of all Americans by protecting public lands in 
Alaska. For what is at stake is an unparalleled system of federal reserves protecting wildlife, fish 
and wilderness.” 4 

 
President Joe Biden recently announced efforts to amend all 128 national forest plans for old forest 
conservation as part of the nation’s commitments to forestall the climate and biodiversity crisis. Bill 
S.1889/H.R. 4748 would take us in the opposite direction.  
 
A prudent climatesmart strategy for the climate crisis involves capturing and storing carbon long-term 
and the Tongass is an exceptional place to do so given the relative stability of its forests as potential 
climate refugia and the myriad of ecosystem, biodiversity, and cultural benefits it provides to the nation. 
Please do not let Bill S.1889/H.R. 4748 become law.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dominick A. DellaSala 
Wild Heritage, Project of Earth Island Institute 
Chief Scientist 
 
Beverly Law 
Professor Emeritus of Global Change Biology  
Oregon State University 
 
 

      Barry Noon, Ph. D. 
      Professor  
      Colorado State University 
 
      Stuart Pimm 
      Doris Duke Professor of Conservation 
      Duke University 
 

Harvey Blankespoor 
Professor Emeritus 
Science teacher (retired) 

Peter Albers 
Retired Research Wildlife Biologist 
United States Geological Survey 

Marielle Anzelone 
Director 
NYC Wildflower Week 

 
4 https://www.cartercenter.org/news/documents/doc46.html 

William Armbruster 
Principal Research Scientist 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Jonathan Aurnou, Ph. D. 
Professor 
UCLA 

William Baker 
Emeritus Professor 
University of Wyoming 



Michael Baranski 
Emeritus Professor of Biology 
Catawba College 

Shannon Barber Meyer, Ph. D. 
Research Manager 
Pacific Whale Foundation 

Craig Benkman 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Wyoming 

Scott Black 
Executive Director 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation 

James Blauth 
Professor of Biology 
University of Redlands 

Jim Boone 
Senior Scientist 
Desert Wildlife Consultants, LLC 

Richard Bradley 
Associate Professor Emeritus 
The Ohio State University 

William Bromer 
Professor Emeritus of Biology 
University of St Francis 

Paul Butler 
Emeritus Faculty Member Geoscience 
The Evergreen State College 

Alan Cady 
Professor of Biology 
Miami University 

Philip Cafaro 
Professor of Environmental Ethics 
Colorado State University 

John Cannon 
Director 
Conservation Biology Institute 

Gary Carnefix 
Ecologist 
retired 

Bobb Carson 
Professor- and Dean-Emeritus 
Lehigh University 

Donna Cassidy- Hanley 
Senior Research Associate 
Cornell University 

Kai Chan 
Professor and Canada Research Chair 
IRES, University of British Columbia 

F Stuart Chapin III 
Professor Emeritus of Ecology 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Donald Charles 
Senior Scientist 
Drexel university 

Dilip Chetry 
Vice President 
Aaranyak 

John Cigliano 
Director of Environmental Conservation 
Cedar Crest College 

Raymond Clarke 
professor emeritus 
Sarah Lawrence College 

William D Newmark 
Research Curator 
Natural History Museum of Utah 

Amy Denton 
Professor of Biology 
California State University Channel Islands 

Alan Dickman, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 
retired from University of Oregon 

Craig Downer 
Wildlife Ecologist 
Andean Tapir Fund 

Ken Driese, Ph. D. 
Emeritus Lecturer 
University of Wyoming 



Scott Edwards 
Professor and Curator 
Harvard University 

Jonathan Evans 
Professor of Biology 
University of the South 

Doug Fischer 
Research Scholar 
Ronin Institute 

Thomas Fleischner 
Senior Advisor & Director Emeritus 
Natural History Institute 

Johannes Foufopoulos 
Associate Professor 
University of Michigan 

Jerry Freilich 
Research Coordinator 
National Park Service (retired) 

Lee Frelich 
Director, Center for Forest Ecology 
University of Minnesota 

Evan Frost 
Terrestrial Ecologist / Conservation Scientist 
Wildwood Consulting LLC 

Jed Fuhrman 
McCulloch-Crosby Chair 
USC 

Caitlin Gabor 
Professor of biology 
South Austin Creek Alliance 

John Gerwin 
Research Curator, Ornithology 
NC Museum of Natural Sciences 

Jack Gescheidt 
Founder 
The TreeSpirit Project 

Steven Green 
Senior Professor Emeritus 
University of Miami 

Gregory Grether 
Professor 
University of California Los Angeles 

Jon Grinnell 
Uhler Chair in Biology 
Gustavus Adolphus College 

Gary Grossman 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Georgia 

Chad Hanson 
Director 
John Muir Project 

Stacey Harmer 
Professor 
University of California, Davis 

Kenneth Helms 
Research Affiliate 
University of Vermont 

Bill Hilton Jr. 
Executive Director 
Piedmont Natural History 

Peter Hobson 
Professor 
Writtle University College 

Karen Holl 
Professor 
University of California, Santa Cruz 

Richard Holmes 
Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences 
Dartmouth College 

Elizabeth Horvath 
Associate Professor, Biology 
Westmont College 

Edward Huang 
Principal Researcher 
California Institute of Environmental Design 

Malcolm Hunter 
Professor of Wildlife Ecology 
University of Maine 



Richard Hutto 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Montana 

Mrill Ingram 
Participatory Action Research Scientist 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

David Inouye 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Maryland 

David Janos 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Miami 

Mitchell Johns Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus of Soil and Plant Science 
California State University Chico 

Jay Jones 
Professor 
University of La Verne 

David Karowe 
Professor of Biological Sciences 
Western Michigan University 

James Karr 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Washington 

Jason Koontz 
Professor of Biology 
Augustana College 

Dana Krempels 
Senior Lecturer 
University of Miami Dept. of Biology 

Andrea Kuchy 
Conservation Scientist 
Wild Heritage 

Stephen La Dochy 
Prof. Emeritus 
CSULA 

Marc Lapin 
Associate Laboratory Professor 
Middlebury College 

Gene E. Likens 
Founding Director and President, Emeritus 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 

Jason A. Lillegraven 
Professor of Geology/Zoology 
Univ. of Wyoming 

Brian Linkhart 
Professor of Biology 
Colorado College 

Fred M. Rhoades 
Research Associate 
Western Washington University 

Joan Maloof 
Founder 
Old-Growth Forest Network 

Travis Marsico 
Vice Provost for RID 
Arkansas State University 

Robert Meese 
Staff Research Associate IV 
U.C. Davis - retired 

Gary Meffe 
Adjunct Professor, retired 
University of Florida 

Peter Moyle 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
University of California, Davis 

Dhruba Naug 
Professor 
Colorado State University 

Gretchen North  
Professor of Biology 
Occidental College 

Timothy Pearce, Ph. D. 
Head of Mollusks 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History 

Esther Peters 
Professor, Environmental Science and Policy 
George Mason University 



Roger Powell 
Professor Emeritus 
North Carolina State University 

Thomas Power 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Montana Economics 

Robert Pyle 
Founder 
The Xerces Society 

James Quinn 
Professor Emeritus 
Rutgers University 

Cara R. Nelson 
Professor 
University of Montana 

Robert K. Rose 
Ph.D. 
Old Dominion University 

Don Ross 
Emeritus Research Professor 
University of Vermont 

Matthew Rubino 
Research Scholar 
NC State University Dept. of Applied Ecology 

Melissa Savage 
Associate Professor Emerita 
University of California Los Angeles 

Paul Schaeffer 
Associate Professor 
Miami University 

Paula Schiffman 
Professor of Biology 
California State University, Northridge 

Joshua Schimel 
Distinguished Professor 
Univ. California Santa Barbara 

David Seaborg 
President 
World Rainforest Fund 

Gerald Sgro 
Emeritus 
John Carroll University 

Kathleen Shea 
Professor Emerita 
St. Olaf College 

Thomas Sherry 
Professor Emeritus 
Tulane University 

Jack Sobel 
Board Member 
LFWA 

Daniel Spencer 
Professor Emeritus, Environmental Studies 
University of Montana 

Timothy Spira 
Emeritus Professor 
Clemson University 

Peter Stacey 
Research Professor 
University of New Mexico (retired) 

James Strittholt 
Chief Science Officer 
Conservation Biology Institute 

Stephen Trombulak 
Professor Emeritus 
Middlebury College 

Mary Tyler 
Professor Emerita of Zoology 
University of Maine 

Michael Vandeman 
Founder 
Machine-Free Trails Association 

Thomas Veblen 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
University of Colorado Boulder 

Stephen W Fuller 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Mary Washington 



Robert Wagner 
Ecologist 
Retired 

Donald Waller 
Professor (retired) 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 

Frank Wegscheider  
Biologist 
CSUF 

Judith Weis 
Professor Emerita 
Rutgers University 

John Weishampel 
Professor of Biology/Associate Dean 
University of Central Florida 

J. William Stubblefield 
Senior Scientist 
WSFA 

Susan Willson 
Assoc. Professor of Biology 
St. Lawrence University 

Neville Winchester, Ph. D. 
Biology Dept.  
Univ. or Victoria 

Timothy Wood 
Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences 
Wright State University 

 


