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2024 Highlights

Wild Heritage is the only organization whose core mission is to protect the world’s remaining primary
forests. 2024 was a very successful year: we published cutting edge research, generated high-profile
media coverage, strengthened forest policies, and laid the groundwork for increased funding for primary
forest protections globally. Please read about our successes below and Please Support Our Work!

International Forest Policy

Our advocacy is based on a simple message: forests in good ecological condition provide more benefits
than degraded forests — and primary and old growth forests, which are in the best ecological condition,
maximize benefits. Indeed, primary and old growth forests are the most biodiversity-rich, carbon-dense
ecosystems on Earth. They also regulate freshwater flows and provide the cleanest freshwater.

Protecting primary and old growth forests, and restoring degraded forests, are the fastest, cheapest and
most effective ways to address the climate and biodiversity crises synergistically. Given that Indigenous
peoples are often the best protectors of primary forests, and that primary forests are often found on their
territories, primary forest protection also represents a critically important pathway to help secure
Indigenous rights and to direct funding to Indigenous peoples around the world.

UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) COP 16, Cali, Colombia

This year we participated very actively in the CBD’s biennial nature summit held in Cali (side events, press
conferences, project launches, tracking negotiations / meeting with governments etc.). Our goal was to
push for recognition that the biodiversity and climate crises are inextricably linked, that protecting and
restoring ecosystem integrity is essential to solve both crises, and that the biodiversity and climate change
conventions should work more closely together. We worked with many NGO partners and two leading
Indigenous coalitions, COICA and Awi’nakola, and are happy to report that we succeeded on all counts!

Decision 16/22 approved in Cali emphasized “that biodiversity and ecosystem integrity play an important
role in combatting climate change” and recognized “the essential role of biodiversity in underpinning
the integrity of ecosystems and ecosystem services.” The decision also urged governments “to identify
and maximize potential synergies between biodiversity and climate actions” and requested views on
“enhanced policy coherence, including a potential joint work programme of the Rio Conventions”.

These are major breakthroughs, mirroring text Wild Heritage has been promoting since 2018 and
creating clear openings for stronger primary and old growth forest protections and increased funding
globally. There is still much to do, including generating similar breakthroughs in the climate convention
next year in Brazil. But governments were receptive to our message, and we joined forces with dozens of
partners in Cali, whereas when we began this work in 2018 we were one of only two NGOs working on
ecosystem integrity and climate-biodiversity synergies. This is encouraging progress!
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Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Our work with the GEF on primary forests also took a big step forward. The GEF hosted a workshop in
Panama in 2024 to coordinate and strengthen its $300+ million Critical Forest Biomes Integrated Program,
a four-year funding window focused on primary tropical forests which Wild Heritage was instrumental in
advocating for, as well as its $2m primary forest policy project, of which Wild Heritage is a partner. Wild
Heritage participated in the Panama workshop, and then in the official launch of the policy project in Cali
on a panel that included the GEF’s CEO, Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Dr. Juliette Biao, Director, United
Nations Forum on Forests, and Stewart Maginnis, Deputy Director General, International Union for
Conservation of Nature. The policy successes in the CBD mentioned above are critical to strengthen the
case for the GEF to extend and expand its primary forest-focused funding window in its next funding cycle,
and for other international organizations to also develop a focus on primary forest protection.

Amazonia for Life: Protect 80%x25

The CBD meeting in Cali was a valuable platform to communicate the precarious condition of the Amazon
forest. COICA and the Amazonia for Life: Protect 80%x2025 coalition played a leading role in raising
awareness of the fact that if the Amazon is not at least 80% protected, its capacity to generate the rainfall
it needs to generate precipitation and remain a rainforest is at risk. Recent droughts in the region suggest
we are fast approaching tipping points where large areas of Amazonian rainforest convert to savanna, and
from which it may be impossible to recover. We urgently need governments in the region to commit to
protecting 80% of Amazon forests, and for the international community to support this commitment. We
will push hard on this call to action in the lead up to the climate summit in Brazil next year.

Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge

Wild Heritage also played a central role in pulling together a World Heritage nomination for the
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, working with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Okefenokee Swamp
Park and several other partners. We are happy to report that after intensive work over the last year, the
nomination document is almost complete and will be formally submitted to UNESCO in January. The
Okefenokee is an exceptional and iconic location, and this nomination will be historic as it will mark the
first nomination of a National Wildlife Refuge for World Heritage Listing (all other US natural sites inscribed
on the World Heritage List were nominated as National Parks).

US and Canada

Wild Heritage continues to play a leading role in forest advocacy in North America. This work involves
raising awareness of the devastating impacts of logging, bringing legal challenges to flawed forest
management plans, developing new management strategies for forests, and advocating for more forest
protections on public lands. In partnership with the John Muir Project and Environment Now, Wild
Heritage has also played a major role in debunking misinformation about forest fires, highlighting the fact
that older forests often fare better than degraded forests when fires occur, and that thinning forests, as
frequently advocated by the forestry sector, usually makes them more, not less fire prone. The second
edition of the book Nature’s Phoenix, co-authored by Wild Heritage Chief Scientist and North America
Program lead Dominick DellaSala, has been highly influential in getting these messages out.

Please Support Wild Heritage!
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Pacific Northwest

Pacific Northwest forests are some of the most carbon dense on the planet (they store far more carbon
per hectare than tropical forests) and also have extraordinary biodiversity, as well as exceptional clean
water values. In 2024, Wild Heritage provided comprehensive science-legal comments on the revision of
the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument plan (southwest Oregon/northern California), the nation’s only
monument specific to biodiversity conservation. We also provided legal declarations to partners opposing
egregious logging projects in Oregon.

Ecoregional Conservation Assessments

In 2024, we advanced our Ecoregional Conservation Assessment program in three ecoregions: Klamath-
Siskiyou/Siskiyou Crest (OR/CA), Southern Rockies/Santa Fe (NM), and Northern Rockies/Black Ram (MT).
For the Southern Rockies/Santa Fe Subregion, we published an ECA and online conservation atlas. ECAs
integrate climate, biodiversity, and community wildfire safety priorities at ecoregional and local levels,
and are a key step toward modernizing fire management strategies by shifting them from traditional
backcountry logging to more effective home hardening and creating defensible spaces around homes. Our
conservation partners are using ECAs to develop an alternative management approach for the Santa Fe
National Forest to enhance community wildfire protection and strengthen forest safeguards.

Canada

In 2024, we focused on the importance of primary forests in Quebec and Ontario and continued our work
in British Columbia’s inland and coastal temperate rainforests. We submitted expert reports and legal
declarations to partners involved in fighting logging of old-growth trees in Vancouver’s iconic Stanley Park
and helped groups in BC oppose salvage logging for biomass pellet manufacturing falsely marketed as
“clean renewable bioenergy.” Our primary forest mapping in Quebec and Ontario is now being used to
help our partner, the Natural Resources Defense Council, advise companies interested in moving wood
fiber supply purchasing out of endangered primary forests (‘no go zones’) and into secondary forests (‘go
zones) that can handle wood supply with much less impact. This study generated considerable interest,
and was covered in The New York Times. We hope to extend this work to other provinces.

Looking Ahead

Our North America program is extremely active in publishing, reaching out to media, disseminating
information and supporting legal challenges to flawed forest management approaches. This work will
redouble in importance if federal public lands advocacy proves less effective in coming years. On the
international side, we will continue our work with the Convention on Biological Diversity and the GEF, and
with Indigenous partners. We hope that the US will not once again withdraw from the Paris Agreement,
but if it does, we know that work will continue and also that next year’s climate summit in Brazil will be
crucial as it will have a big focus on forests. We remain confident that protecting primary forests is an
essential, synergistic, and common-sense solution to many of the world’s most urgent crises and we will
continue to press for primary forest protections around the world!
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Wild Heritage at CBD COP 16 in Cali, Colombia:
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